4              MY AMERICAN FRIENDS

Americans mostly are. In particular it has been
a godsend to " the magicians, astrologers, sooth-
sayers and Chaldeans," also a numerous class in
America, who make a business of predicting the
future of the country,

America being a problem-hunter's Paradise, it

is not surprising that most of the books written

about her, both by Americans and foreigners,

should deal first and foremost or even exclusively

"with her  problems,  social,  political,  economic,

industrial, moral and religious. Not for a moment

would  I  suggest that this is an  unfruitful  or

uninteresting way of approaching the  subject.

Indeed I have been tempted to take it myself in

writing this book;  but refrained on realizing my

incompetence and on remembering, further, how

well that aspect has been dealt with by others;

for example,  by  Mr.  James  Truslow  Adams

among Americans and by M. Andre Siegfried

among foreigners.    America's problems are an

essential part of her existence and no account of

her which neglected them would be worth the

paper it is written on.    But, as the motto at the

head of this chapter reminds us, " uno itinere at

tarn grande secretum pervenire  non fotest"    In

choosing  another  way  for  myself  I   am   not

criticizing the way chosen by anybody else,   \I

admit^the profound interest to all mankind of

America's problems.    But to me her people ate

more interesting than her problem?, and evefy

greater.    I have learnt to love them with 4